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1 - Mr. Ling 


To: SAC, Memphir (44-1987) 

From: Director, FOI (44-38861) 

r^HURKIIl 


Bureau is in receipt of o copy of a letter from 
James Earl Ray addressed to J. B. Stoner, -Savannah, Georgia, 
as previewed to you by the Sheriff of Shelby. County, Memphis, 
Tennessee. This letter is thanking Stoner for coming to 
Memphis and states that Ray’s brother will be in touch with 
Stoner. 


In your teletype, of 9/30/60, you advised that in the 
motion filed by Arthur J. Hanes, Ray’s attorney, in Shelby 
County Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee, pertaining to 
Ray’s corresjionding with his attorney, Judge W. Fronton Battle-/—" 
ruled that written notes exchanged between Rey and his attorney 
are privileged; however, the Shelby County Sheriff or his 
designated agent has the authority to peruse these notes to 
determine if there is any attempt to breacli security of the 
jail. These notes should" not be perused for the purpose of 
-^ascertaining the full contents of the messages. , 

in view of the above order of W. Preston Cattle, you 
should not accept any written communication from the sheriff 
recording correspondence between Ray and other individuals. 

I If'it is not in violation of the court order you may accept 
. information from the sheriff if he volunteers, this information 
i and it is on an oral basis only. . {/’/ f '• 
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SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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..»> tele type of f-30-JS, sdVued that in 
i. lod by /rtl.ur . llanos, Ilry \s attorney, in n,y 
- ‘ ' 11 " 1 Court, »a jiii oh is , Tennessee, per tn inlng to 

s co r respond i. no with his attorney, judgo ’V. Pro 

ihnt written no ■; os exchanged between Uav me- h is ’ ;■ t'ivu > 
■ pr.v :h;;; d ; h'uv.Y-ver, Shell;- County Jhori:'/ e-’ 

- ‘i;nr coo. r. ij -..*nt has tin authority to peruse those no ' os to 
or ii. \ ne \ . tlievo as any attempt to breach security oi the 
1. These no I os should not be perused ’or. the 
• jv :-r • n i.no t !| . full contents of the m-essr.-res . 


' O'Jci'l 


Ti s coiai.iun ica t ‘.on is revising Memphis iioi; to pccop t 
wi j t ten cuin-iun-cp 1; on /rom the sheriff regarding 7{ay f s 
re^ondonco; however f they may accept J.n forms t ion on m oral 
s • -oiii tiir ^ si :r :.j J’ . 1.1 2. aphis also being i ns true tod to in 0111*3 

1 bo rccoptanc-) o : !*i is oral information a not in > M1 

•iij court ort'e >’ . . 


Prior information indicates that Ray has been in 
itact with J. B. Stoner with a view towards engaging him as 
msel, although Hanes continues to be Ray's attorney of record. 
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